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Captain Vicente Gonzalez in command of the other. Orders were
that deponent should go to the vicinity of Las Tortugas and La
Sonda and reconnoitre there and thence cross on a southerly course
to the island of Cuba and return past the Organos and Pan de
Cabanas and Mariel, while Captain Vicente Gonzalez went to the
Cabeza de los Martires which is on the Florida coast, there to learn
from the Indians whether they had seen any ships. Deponent and
Captain Vicente Gonzalez carried out these orders punctually (p. 3)
as given them by the governor and warden, and in none of the places
mentioned saw any ship or any person who could give them news of
any.
As soon as they returned to Havana the governor and warden sent
a frigate to the viceroy of New Spain and to the general of the fleet
which is there, informing them of these happenings, as deponent has
related them, and then ordered deponent to return to Spain with
certain despatches, wherefore deponent sailed on July fourth . . .
he took a north-northeasterly course and disembogued in four days.
Asked whether he saw any ship in the channel, deponent said no,
and that he left the port of Havana in company with a ship, Bias
Gonzalez Marafia, master, which was sailing as an advice-boat for
Spain from the city of Cartagena, and another vessel which the
governor and warden of Havana were sending to Florida with food
supplies and a body of soldiers. Before they entered the channel, two
days after they left Havana, they were separated in a storm and
deponent did not again sight the ship which was going to Florida,
but did presently see Bias Gonzalez's ship, in company with which
deponent crossed as far as the Azores, without encountering any
other ship during this crossing.
It was on the first day of August that they (p. 4) sighted Cuervo
island, for which they had been sailing in forty and a half degrees.
Off that island at daybreak there were in sight from deponent's and
from Bias Gonzalez's ship, to the eastward, two large ships1 and a
pinnace which approached deponent's ship and Bias Gonzalez's and
chased them from dawn until mid-night of that day. Ten leagues
from Cuervo island on the north side they overhauled Bias Gon-
zalez's ship and carried it off.
Because he was becalmed and the corsairs were coming on, using
sails and oars, deponent put off his boat and with all of His Majesty's
despatches and private mail abandoned his ship, under full sail and
headed for the open sea, while he pulled for shore. When the corsairs
observed this they put off a Biscay shallop, manned, in pursuit,
1 Unidentified; French.